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Developing drought resistant wheat for Kenya’s
drylands

The challenge...

Eastern Africa experiences periodic food shortages
which are partly due to intermittent, but severe, drought.
In Kenya, semi-arid lands represent 83% of the total land
area (56.9 million ha). Although some 300,000 ha of this
area is arable, it is not fully utilized due to unfavourable
weather patterns and a lack of drought-resistant wheat
varieties.

The project...

The projects set out to develop improved wheat varietie:
which would be tolerant of drought and which could
utilize limited rainfall efficiently. In addition, the wheat
was to have a moderate resistance to stem rust and
yellow rust, a good yield and good baking quality.
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