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Breeding salt-tolerant rice, Pakistan

The challenge...

Rice is an important cereal crop in Pakistan,
forming part of the local staple diet. As an export
crop, it earns the country some $42 million
annually. However, rice cultivation is constrained
by salinity. About 2.7 million hectares of cultivated
agricultural land are affected by this problem, and
the area is increasing at a rate of 3% per year. Plant
breeders have released a rice variety that
withstands high salinity levels, but the severity of
the problem demands more intense efforts on rice
breeding, emphasizing salinity tolerance. Moreover,
because rice farming normally follows wheat
cultivation, the development of early-maturing rice
is‘also necessary. The new varieties should also be
resistant to disease and insect pests.

The project...
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