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Radiotherapy: A growing priority for Ghana

The challenge...

In 1993, population based figures calculated
with the help of the WHO and the International
Agency for Research on Cancer estimated that
Ghana had over 10 000 cases of cancer
occurring annually, and that this could be
expected to rise to 20 000. The regional need for
cancer care was further exacerbated by the fact
that the neighbouring countries of Cote d’lvoire,
Burkina Faso, Togo, Benin and Sierra Leone
had no treatment facilities of their own. The
WHO'’s World Health Report 2000 noted that
60% of Ghana’s population (19 million) had
access to health services, with that figure
dropping to 45% in rural areas.

During the 1990s, radiotherapy became a
growing priority for Ghana and efforts continue
to be spearheaded by strong support from Ghan
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