y@ﬂ"IAEA

International Atomic Energy Agency

Atoms for Peace
September 2008

Strengthening the national environmental monltorlng
system in the marine ecosystem in Guatemala

The challenge...

The Guatemalan marine environment, especially around Puerto Quetzal and other
south coast, is experiencing the effect of an increase in population and power ¢
industries.

Puerto Quetzal is the most important industrial harbour of the Central A
Despite its leading position and modern functioning, this national comg
environmental monitoring programme.

The project...

The project helped to determine the levels
of contamination of ecotoxic metals in the
marine environment and complemented the
National Directorate of Energy’s evaluation
of radioactive contaminants.

Capacity building and acquisition of ne
expertise have allowed Puerto Quetzal to
establish its own environmental '
department, equipped with oceanogr
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