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Monitoring the environment in Peruvian mining areas

The challenge...

Mining activities in Peru have resulted in a high level of environmental contaminatio
Wastes and tailings from concentrators, mine extraction, pile leaching, gold washir
and from chemical products used in the mining and extraction process are a sig
source of pollution. Gases and suspended particles emitted by chimneys and
associated with mining activities, foundries, and refineries are also responsi
pollution.

The level of environmental contamination has led to a deterioration in
addition, the main rivers in Peru are affected by high levels of cyanid
copper, lead, zinc, cadmium, arsenic, nickel and mercury — all fron

The project...

The project was carried out by the Peruvian
Institute of Nuclear Agency (IPEN), with IAEA
support.

The project used isotopic tracer techniques to
determine contamination levels in order
establish clean operating practices in the
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