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Protecting cultural heritage artefacts in the
Mediterranean region

The challenge...

The Mediterranean countries have a rich cultural patrimony, with objects from man
periods and cultures. Nuclear techniques can play an important role for the stuc
and conservation of cultural heritage, helping to determine the age, origin and
technology of these objects. Such techniques can also verify authenticity, ic

illegal trafficking, and provide information on the composition of original r

Nuclear based techniques, such as X ray fluorescence spectroscopy
works of art. Priceless pieces — from Cellini’s Saliera to Michelange
analysed using these methods. As any movement to a work of a
catastrophic, the goal of art restorers is to minimize disturbance
portability and unobtrusive nature of XRF reduces the risk ¢

being studied. ul

The project...

This project assisted existing laboratories usin
nuclear techniques in the field of cultura
heritage activities and promoted the potel

use of nuclear techniques in the stud
restoration and protection of arte
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AEA developed mobile XRF spectrometer
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