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Screening for congenital abnormalities in newborns,
Uruguay

The challenge...

In Uruguay, the second principal cause of death in children under one year of age is
abnormality. Failure to diagnose and treat some congenital diseases can cause i
lifelong damage, such as mental retardation in the case of neonatal hypothyroi
severe respiratory infections and impaired digestive function in the case of
developing countries are initiating newborn screening programmes for the

funding problems slow their progress. Startup finances and technical in

principal obstacles.

The project...

The programme for neonatal
hypothyroidism at the Nuclear Medicine
Centre at the University of the Repubilic,
Montevideo started in 1990 under the
ARCAL project RLA/6/016. It has been
continued in another three projects, which
extended the screening programme to a
newborns and supported the
implementation of two diagnostic cen

in the northern and eastern parts ¢
country with equipment and

The impact...
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